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Water Baptism by Geoff Hastings 
 
Objectives: 

To understand: … What is Gods heart in water baptism 
 
If You haven’t yet been baptized  
 God wants you to know …. why He wants you to be baptized 
If you have already been baptized  

God wants you to understand ... His reason Why you were baptized … so you can share it 
 
Because God so loves you … so very much. 
 
 God, … our Father, loves us all so very much.  

As a loving father He allows us so much freedom. 
 

John 8:36 if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
He gives us the freedom of choice in so many areas of our life …  so many options 

 
 

I. Water baptism is not an option but a first step of obedience out of love 
 

John 3:16 Because God so loved the World … he gave his only son 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 Christ died for our sins in according to the Scriptures, 4 and he was buried, and he 
was raised on the third day 
Ephesians 4:10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, 
Ephesians 1:22 And God put all things under Christ’s feet, …(He is) head over all things. 
Revelation 19:16 … he has a name …, King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 
Matthew 28:18-20 - Jesus came and said … All Authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, …. 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you 
 
John 14:15 If you love me, you will obey what I command. 
 
Acts 2:38 Then Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins.  
 
Acts 10:48 Peter (at the house of Cornelius speaking to the gentiles) commanded them to be baptized  
 
 Acts 22:16 (Ananias said to Paul) And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash 
your sins away, calling on his name.’ 
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II. Understanding Water Baptism 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 
God chose every word with purpose. 

 
The word baptize comes from the Greek word baptizo … 
If God wanted us to sprinkle or pour He would have used the word rhantizo ,  
The use of the river Jordan by John the Baptist makes the idea of immersion obvious. 
 
Matthew 3:6 "they were baptized by him in the river Jordan."  ….   gr- en = in  and not at. 
 
Mark 1:9-10 Jesus "was baptized by John in (eis-into) the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the 
water, (ek-out of)." 

 
Acts 8:38-39 "They both went down into (eis) the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized 
him. And when they came up out of (ek) the water, the Spirit .... caught away Philip."  
 
Matthew 3:6 John baptized many, including Jesus, in the Jordan River. 
 
John 3:23 John was baptizing at Aenon, because there was much water. 
Acts 22:16 Be baptized, washing away your sins. 

 
 

III. The symbolism of water baptism 
 

Baptism represents burial with Christ & Resurrection to New Life with Victory over Sin 
 
Romans 6:4 “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  
 
Colossians 2:12-14   having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13. When you were dead 
in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins, 14. by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
 
"Baptism is the grave of the old man, and the birth of the new. As he sinks beneath the baptismal 
waters, the believer buries there all his corrupt affections and past sins; as he emerges, he rises 
regenerate, quickened to new hopes and new life." 

 Lightfoot (Church of England) on Colossians (p. 182) 
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IV. Why? If God loves us so much does He command us to be baptized? 
 
The Bible gives reasons for baptism  
 
8 Promises or Blessings 
God is a loving father.  He loves us too much to leave baptism as an option. He desires that we have all 
of the promises and blessings he has provided for us through water baptism 
 
1. There is Forgiveness and Removal of sins 

a. Acts 2:38 “Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  

b.  “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, ….’” 
(Acts 22:16) 

2. We are clothed with Christ/ putting on Christ 
a. Galations 3:27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. 
3. We are identified with Christ and His death. 

a. Romans 6:3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into His death? …. 

b. Romans 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death,  
4. We can walk in newness of life 

a. Romans 6:4 … we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life  

5. We can walk above sin 
a. Romans 6: 6-10  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 
 7  because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.8  Now if we died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with him.9  For we know that since Christ was raised from the 
dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.10  The death he died, he 
died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.11  In the same way, count 
yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  

6. We shall be saved 
a. Mark 16:15-16 "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.16  Whoever 

believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 
b. 1 Peter 3:21 baptism now saves you–not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal 

to God for a good conscience–through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
7. Affirms a good conscience toward God 

a. 1 Peter 3:21 an appeal to God for a good conscience… (NIV) 
8. Will be united with Jesus in the resurrection. 

a. Romans 6:5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be 
united with him in his resurrection. 
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V. Who should we be baptized? 
 

Only Believers should be baptized after conversion 
Acts 2:38 Repent and be baptized. 
Acts 8:12 When the Samaritans believed, they were baptized. 
Acts 9:17,18 After Saul was converted, he was baptized. 
Acts 19:5 The Ephesians were believers before they were baptized. 

Infants should not be baptized 
Sprinkling is an improper method (Rhantiz-o is the Greek word for "sprinkle," Hebrews 9:19). 

- If God wanted us to sprinkle He would have used this word instead of Baptizo. 
Infants cannot express faith or repent of sins. 
Infants cannot give an answer for a good conscience (1 Peter 3:21). 
Infants have not sinned (Acts 2:38; Romans 5:13; 1 Corinthians 7:14; 1 John 3:4). 
Infants are not converted from an old life to a new life (Romans 6:2-6). 
 
Matthew 15:3-9 We are not to follow man's tradition (Romans 3:3; Acts 5:29). 

 
VI. When should we be baptized? 

 
The Disciples demonstrate that they took Jesus command seriously. They always baptized new 
believers as soon as possible. 
 
Acts 2:38-41 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, … 41So then, those who had received his word were baptized; 
and that day there were added about three thousand souls.. 
 
Acts 8:12  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized 
 
Acts 8:36, 38  And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
“See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to 
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
 
 Acts 9:18  And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he 
rose and was baptized; 
 
Acts 10:47-48  “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we [did,] can he?” 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ.  NAS 
 
Acts 16:33 At that hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then  he and all his family  
were baptized right away. 
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Acts 18:8  Crispus, …. and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who 
heard were believing and being baptized. 
 
Acts 22:16  And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling 
on his name.’ 


